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the Texas, or? more important still, that the Texas was stopped
or Jier engines were backed, or that she was in any danger what-
ever from the Brooklyn. It is hardly possible to conceive that,
if such had been the ease, these officers would have falsified the
log-book by omitting to mention incidents which three years
afterwards they testified were so menacing to the safety of the
Texas.

"What must always appear equally remarkable is that no offi-
cial record at the time and no official report written at the time
of the battle contains a line, or even a suggestion, that any one
had seen the Brooklyn turn, or that the Texas was in the least
danger from it. If such had been the fact, it can not be doubted
that there would have been a chronicler at hand.

Mr. Heilner^ as a member of the Board of Navigators, affixed
his signature to the report of this board accompanying the chart
of the battle three months and five days after the fight had oc-
curred. On that chart he affirmed that the Brooklyn's nearest
approach ta the Texas was 27600 feet, the nearest point of the
loop. Three years afterwards he testified before the court of
inquiry that this same distance was from "100 to 150 yards,"
or 300 to 450 feet.

With respect to the Appendix to the Bureau of Navigation's
report, collated, edited and arranged by Ensign "Ward and pub-
lished under date of December 1, 1898, with the professed view
to supplement it with fuller information, the department issued
two circular orders, No. 505, dated January, 1899, and No. 543,
dated March, 1900, directing officers to submit further details
relating to the campaign against the Spanish* fleet. -At the lat-
ter date the writer was in command of the South Atlantic Sta-
tion and transmitted from that post of duty the reply which
is given below to the department:

SOUTH ATLANTIC STATION, U. S. FLAGSHIP Chicago,

MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY, June 13, 1900.

SIB: L In compliance with Circular Orders Nos. 505 and 543, I have
the honor to suggest the following changes, corrections, and additions to
the Appendix to the report of the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation for
the year 1808. There are transmitted hy same mail the replies of the
officers attached to the GMmyo and Wilmington.

2. Pages 402 and 443; Telegram dated Mole Haiti, June 4, 1898, to's turn, or that in turning she passed anywhere near after the engagement.
